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TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. With 
the passage of the Aviation and Transportation 
Security Act, the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) was established after the 
September 11 attacks to strengthen the security 
of the country’s transportation system. The TSA 
issued three mandates: (1) take responsibility for 
security for all types of transportation; (2) recruit, 
assess, hire, train, and deploy security officers for 
450 commercial airports; and (3) provide screen-
ing of all checked luggage for explosives. In March 
2003, the TSA was moved from the Department 
of Transportation to the DHS.143 Most people 
assume that the TSA is primarily concerned with 
airport security; as noted above, however, the 
TSA is responsible for all types of transportation, 
including aviation, waterways, rail, highways, 
public transportation, and pipelines.144

U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES. In  2003, the services and functions of 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) were moved to the DHS, and the 
department was subsequently renamed the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS). As noted above, the enforcement and inspection functions of INS were moved to 
CBP.148 USCIS is responsible for administration of immigration and naturalization adju-
dication functions. Some of these functions include granting U.S. citizenship, processing 
immigrant visa and naturalization petitions, adjudicating asylum and refugee applica-
tions, and issuing documents for employment authorization.149

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT. U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) was created as the primary investigative arm of the DHS.150  
ICE was created by merging the law enforcement branch of the INS, the intelligence and 
investigative sections of the former U.S. Customs Service, and the U.S. Federal Protective 
Services.151 While CBP focuses on securing U.S. borders, ICE’s responsibilities go beyond 
the borders. Thus, “ICE attempts to identify criminal activities and vulnerabilities that 
pose a threat to the nation, as well as enforcing economic, transportation, and infrastruc-
ture security.”152 The ICE Strategic Plan includes preventing terrorism and improving 
security; protecting the boarders against illicit trade, travel, and finance; and protecting 
the borders through enhanced interior immigration enforcement.153

U.S. SECRET SERVICE. The U.S. Secret Service was created in 1865 to suppress counter-
feit currency. After the assassination of President William McKinley in 1901, the Secret 
Service became responsible for the protection of the president. In 1984, Congress passed 
legislation making the fraudulent use of credit and debit cards a federal violation; the 
Secret Service was authorized to investigate these violations. Under the PATRIOT Act 
of 2001 (discussed below), the Secret Service was authorized to investigate fraud and 
similar activities related to computers. The U.S. Secret Service was transferred from the 
Department of the Treasury to the DHS in 2003.154 As noted in its mission statement,

the United States Secret Service is to safeguard the nation’s financial infrastruc-
ture and payment systems to preserve the integrity of the economy, and to protect 
national leaders, visiting heads of state and government, designated sites and 
National Special Security Events.155

Transportation 
Security 
Administration (TSA): 
provides security for all 
types of transportation; 
recruits, assesses, hires, 
trains, and deploys 
security officers for 
commercial airports; and 
provides screening of all 
checked luggage.

U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
(USCIS): responsible 
for administration 
of immigration and 
naturalization adjudication 
functions.

A Transportation Security 
Administration agent 
works at JFK airport in the 
Queens borough of New 
York City.

U.S. Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE): 
focuses on identifying 
criminal activities and 
vulnerabilities that may be 
a threat to the country.
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